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Get Ready to Move! 
It all began in 1947, when three women prayed for revival on the border of Oklahoma and 
Arkansas. God answered their fervent prayers by establishing State Line Tabernacle Church on 
State Line Road on September 11, 1948. The church purchased the land for $1,250, with a down 
payment of $100 and a monthly payment of $36.68. The new church paid off its loan in May of 
1950. Twenty-three charter members constructed a rough building on the property for worship.  
 
Fast forward to 2018, 70 years later. Siloam Springs Bible Church is now over 400 regular 
attenders strong. Since the Lord continued to bring more ministry opportunities to the church, 
SSBC’s elders and deacons researched all possibilities to accommodate this growth. On 
February 18, 2018, the two unanimous boards presented an opportunity to the church through 
a member vote over two Sundays in March 2018. SSBC’s members approved a plan to purchase 
the First Assembly of God Church facility and four additional acres at over 89 percent. 
 
Here are some anticipated questions and answers for this exciting time in Siloam Springs Bible 
Church history: 

 
What was the need for space at the former SSBC facility? 
The education building at SSBC’s former facility was maxed out for Sunday school, children and 
youth ministries on Wednesday nights, and Mothering Matters two Fridays a month. During the 
school year, the sanctuary was overflowing during the second service and we were often out of 
parking. We needed more space to accommodate our current and growing church family. 
 
How does the new facility meet the needs for SSBC and promote its mission and values? 
The new facility is 34,700 square feet on 4.8 acres. As many as 18 rooms are now available for 
Sunday school, Mothering Matters and youth programs. The sanctuary can accommodate up to 
420 people in a service, and the adjacent building provides more room for youth activities. With 
the additional purchase of four adjacent acres, the approximately nine-acre property helps to 
accommodate our church and future growth. Siloam Springs Bible Church desires to glorify God 
by loving Him and making disciples and seeks to build caring relationships to connect homes, 
the community, and the world to Jesus. This new property is an opportunity to continue to 
carry out Siloam Springs Bible Church’s mission and vision. 
 
What was the timeline for moving into the new facility? 

● June 2018: Closing on AGC facility purchase and four additional acres. 
● July 2018: Minor modifications to accommodate our church programs. 
● August 12, 2018: Celebration Sunday and first Sunday in SSBC’s new home. 

 
 
 
 



What is the cost for the new facility? 
● AGC purchase price: $1.4 million 
● Additional four acres: $90,000 
● Grand Total: $1.49 million 

 

How was the new facility initially paid for? 
SSBC made a $100,000 down payment to the First Assembly of God Church and a $50,000 down 
payment to Dr. Thomas for the additional four acres. AGC has generously provided a 
0-percent-interest loan for the first three years for their facility.  Dr. Thomas has extended a 
similar 0-percent-interest loan for the first year for the additional acreage. 
 
What is the timeline to pay the loan for the new property in three years? 

● SSBC made a $100,000 down payment to AGC at closing. 
● AGC will owner finance our loan for three years from closing on the remaining $1.3 

million with 0 percent interest. 
● A $3,000-per-month payment to AGC was required beginning three months after 

June 30th, 2018, the closing date. We anticipate giving will provide this $3,000 and 
more each month towards the loan. 

● On June 30, 2021, the remaining balance is due to the First Assembly of God Church. 
● At closing on the adjacent four acres, SSBC made a $50,000 down payment to Dr. 

Thomas.  
● The remaining $40,000 will be due to Dr. Thomas 12 months after the initial 

payment, with 0 percent interest. 
 
Why was now the time for a move to another location? 

● We maximized our previous facility. 
● The AGC moved to its new home April 15, so the facility was empty. 
● We are not likely to get a better deal on cost per square foot ($40/sq ft) nor a better 

contract (0 percent interest for 3 years). 
● If we waited, we would likely have lost this option, and we had not found another 

option in our price range.  
● By working with the AGC, our gifts have a double impact for the kingdom, providing 

more space for our ministry and for their ministry. 
● The ministry costs of staying at our former location were more significant. 
● God wants us to walk by faith and depend on Him (Joshua 14). 

 
What can we anticipate as a church body from the Moving in Faith Growth Campaign? 

● Church unity. 
● An exercise in faith. 
● An opportunity to give joyfully. 
● A front-row seat to witness God’s faithfulness in answering our prayers. 
● Thanksgiving for God’s blessing. 

 



What important milestones along the way provide confirmation of the Lord’s leading in this 
move? 

● The continued growth of the church body. This is wonderful, but it means a parking 
shortage, not enough space for Sunday school, frequent lines for the restrooms, 
families who are unable to sit together in second service, and visitors having trouble 
finding seats in second service, and at times, deciding not to visit SSBC. 

● Our elders and deacons’ desire to expand local outreach to the community. This 
God-given desire will require additional space as outreach ministries like GAP, 
Kidmo, Love to Learn, and Mothering  Matters continue to expand along with other 
ministries. 

● The many answers to prayer between October of 2016 and today:  
a) The availability of the additional acres north of AGC at a reasonable price. 

 b) The unanimous support of our elder and deacon boards. 
c) The AGC’s willingness to owner finance at 0-percent interest for three years. 
d) Dr. Thomas’s willingness to owner finance at 0-percent interest for one year. 
e) God’s provision for both down payments. 
f) The strong support from our congregation. 

 
How can I be a part of the Moving in Faith Campaign? 
Foremost, be in continued prayer for our body, during this time of transition and needs, as well 
as for our present and future ministry. Prayerfully consider how God may be leading you to be a 
part of this process, and giving opportunity. 
 
What is the church’s policy on capital expansion and debt? 
The following is the statement on indebtedness from SSBC’s Constitution and By-laws. The 
intent is to make borrowing money difficult unless the congregation is in agreement that this is 
the Lord’s will: 
 
Neither the Board of Elders nor the Board of Deacons of this church shall, at any time, create a 
new indebtedness of any amount without being first duly authorized to do so by an eighty 
percent (80%) affirmative vote of the members of eligible voting age.  Indebtedness is defined as 
a "loan" or "borrowing money". The congregation shall live within the means provided by the 
Lord. Borrowing shall be done only when there is a clear conviction throughout the membership 
that this is the will of the Lord.  When funds are not in hand, the exhortation "wait on the Lord" 
shall be the priority practice. 
 
This current opportunity will be the fourth time that SSBC has made this kind of determination 
to take on a mortgage for facility expansion. 
 
Why is it important to give above and beyond our regular church giving to this campaign? 
This campaign is an opportunity not only for our physical ministry space to be expanded, but 
our hearts and relationship with the Lord. Giving above and beyond in this campaign is an 
opportunity to wholeheartedly trust and glorify the Lord with what He has given us while 
continuing to support the ministry and church programs with our regular giving. 


